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vSounds of the Seasonv 
“To me there is no picture so beautiful as 

smiling, bright-eyed, happy children; no music 
so sweet as their clear and ringing laughter.”

P.T. Barnum

Celebrating the Sounds of School 

School life has the power to leave deep and lasting effects 
on the mindsets that children develop toward lifelong 
learning. Simply stated, joy and learning are not mutually 
exclusive. As professional educators, we have found that 
children are interested in two things: doing and doing now. 
Because of this, we strive for everyday to be a “now day” for 
our students. Students of all ages find joy in the excitement, 
noise, and laughter of learning in school. Knowing this, 
educators hold the responsibility to educate and to inspire 
the whole child — mind, heart, and soul.  - Continued on Page 4 
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From Our 
Family to Yours 
The Old Tappan faculty and 
staff and the Board of 
Education wish you and your 
family a relaxing December 
break and a peaceful and 
safe start to the new year! 

Change in Your 
Emergency Contact 
Information? 

Our emergency notification 
system, SchoolMessenger, is 
only efficient if your 
information is accurate in the 
Genesis Parent Portal. If any 
of your contact information 
has changed, please log into 
the Genesis Parent Portal to 
make the necessary changes 
to your account. We want 
you to receive all 
notifications from the Old 
Tappan Public Schools. 

OLD TAPPAN 
The Newsletter of The Old Tappan Public School District
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Sounds of  
Learning  
Across 
Generations 
Eighth-grade students served as teachers for senior-citizen 
learners during four technology sessions. Students answered 
questions about cell phone and tablet features, Facebook, 
Amazon, Excel, and Google. The students and the seniors 
look forward to our next sessions, which will start soon! 
Regardless of age, we have a lot to learn from each other.  

District Website Transition 
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Planning for 
Our 2018 
Summer 
Enrichment 
Program 
As we prepare for our July 
2018 Summer Enrichment 
Program, we, again, ask that 
you provide us with 
information that will be 
valuable when creating our 
new summer catalog. This 
coming summer, we are 
interested in opening the 
program to all current 
students, Kindergarten 
through Grade 8.  

Click HERE to share  
your feedback! This survey 
will close on Tuesday,             
2 January 2018. 

Like offered for the past two 
summers, there will be 
opportunities for parents/
guardians to select morning 
attendance, afternoon 
attendance, or all-day 
attendance. Parents/
guardians will also have the 
option of choosing which 
week or weeks they would 
like their child(ren) to attend. 

We look forward to another 
summer of student-centered 
programming. 

Our District will be transitioning to a new website in January. 
(See screenshot of the new site below.) During this 
transition, we may experience a few days of information 
down-time. During January and February, the teachers will 
be switching over to their new webpages and learning the 
new web tools. We ask for your patience during this period. 
In February, we will advertise and launch our District app, 
which will include updated features available to you, 
including push notifications of calendar events for each of 
our schools if you choose to subscribe. All of these 
improvements will be worth the temporary inconvenience.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfufR08nt54WlFFxbJMr-U5MYCY9ZsXYhuX6B1RS2Cv9Kv5Pg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfufR08nt54WlFFxbJMr-U5MYCY9ZsXYhuX6B1RS2Cv9Kv5Pg/viewform
http://www.oldtappanschools.org
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TBD Principal 
Announcement 
Mr. Ross R. Cooper was unanimously 
approved as the new T. Baldwin Demarest 
Elementary School Principal by the Board 
of Education at its meeting of 18 
December 2017. Mr. Cooper will be joining 
our District after serving as an elementary 
teacher, assistant principal, and supervisor 
of instructional practice in Pennsylvania’s 
East Penn and Salisbury Township Public 
School Districts.  

Mr. Cooper earned his Bachelor of Arts Degree from Muhlenberg College and his Master’s 
Degree in Special Education from Lehigh University. After completing his student teaching in the 
East Penn School District in Pennsylvania, Mr. Cooper was hired as a classroom teacher there, 
where he taught Grades 3 and 4. He then served as an elementary school Assistant Principal. For 
the past two years, Mr. Cooper has been serving as a Supervisor of Instructional Practice (K-12) in 
the Salisbury Township School District in Pennsylvania. While in the Salisbury Schools, he worked 
closely with the elementary school and middle school principals, teachers, and students to re-
frame their literacy practices.  

Mr. Cooper is the co-author of Hacking Project Based 
Learning (2016) and has authored a number of professional 
articles. Frequently, Mr. Cooper is invited to be a keynote 
speaker at educational conferences, most recently at MIT. Mr. 
Cooper’s deep understanding of elementary teaching and 
learning and his passion for teacher and student innovation 
will serve TBD well, as we move our District forward.  

Mr. Cooper's start date as Principal of TBD is being solidified, 
as we await a release date from his current district. However, 
Mr. Cooper is expected to begin his tenure in Old Tappan  
no later than 20 February 2018. During the gap of time, from 
2 January 2018 until Mr. Cooper's arrival, Dr. Da Giau, 
enthusiastically, will serve as TBD's Principal.  

Once more is known about Mr. Cooper's arrival date, it will 
be shared with the community, along with a time for a Meet 
& Greet with parents/guardians and a time for Mr. Cooper to 
visit TBD to meet the students and staff. Thank you for your 
support, as we strengthen our District!   
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Happy 
Retirement! 

Thank you to Ms. Connelly 
for her over 30 years of 
dedicated service to the 
TBD School and its children. 
Best wishes for a happy and 
healthy retirement! 
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In Memoriam   

Mr. Robert Lynch, former CDW 
teacher and assistant principal 
(1964-1966) and CDW principal 
(1966-1996) passed away this 
month. He is survived by his wife, 
8 children, and 28 grandchildren. 
He is remembered as a kind and 
caring principal.  

Celebrating the 
Sounds of School  
- Continued from Page 1 

Through creative play, 
imaginative approaches, 
competitive yet supportive 
activities, encouragement of 
self-expression, and active 
student engagement, students 
of all ages shape their 
knowledge and develop 
building blocks for academic 
success. The sounds of 
learning can be the silent 
moment of mystery when a 
new idea is being explored or 
the outburst of inquiry and 
laughter. Regardless of its 
form, the sounds of learning 
are celebrated in schools.  

’Tis the Season:  
Model the Gift of Conversation 
It is our hope that these holiday times will be filled with 
family visits and friendly conversations. It is critically 
important to recognize that these communicative 
experiences, although common and seemingly simplistic, 
are rich learning experiences for students of all ages. Young 
people’s communication skills are influenced by the 
examples that they see and hear around them.  

The art of l istening is the bedrock of effective 
communication. Although it is not a concrete school subject, 
like mathematics or science, it does permeate all academic 
disciplines as well as interpersonal relations. According to 
recent qualitative literature, listening is a very large part of 
school learning and is one of our primary means of 
interacting with other people. Educators who listen to their 
students with interest, attention, and patience set good 
examples.  

Just as in school, parents can model good listening behavior 
at home. Ways of modeling effective listening skills include 
picking out highlights of a conversation, asking relevant 
questions, relating personal experiences to that being 
discussed, encouraging talking and listening to nonverbal 
messages.  

As we participate in lively conversations during these festive 
times, we must remain cognizant that adults hold the 
privileged power of modeling the types of communicative 
practices in which we hope our children will engage. 
Whether at home or at school, children are always learning! 

Gr. 6 Rutgers Science Bus Lab - Listening to Forensic Thoughts
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